breach at the Pariſh- Church of 


Sk. LAURENCE-JEWRY, 
L. O N D 0 N. 


| OCTOBER 5, 1708, 


„ a. — ns" "IP 8 n "RI 
” 6 — ap. — 
* 


. 0 at. Ai. — „* 


* We: 
* "TM 7 * 1 \ 


II. Con av. 9. 


For we Proaeh. not our ſelves, but "Crip Jeſus the 
Lord; and our 0 ky Servants for Jeri — 


"By 
* 
3 


Þy Ro Mos“ B b. peg in Ord- 
| nary to Her MiJzsT y, and Preacher to the 
Honourable Sg of Grays- Im. 


—— — — 2 — 9 
w 


LONDON: 


rinted and Sold by Hengy Hills, in Black Fryars? 
wi eaten Water-ſide. For the Benefit of the Poor: 
170 4 


2 


2 — 


EE 


of ne: U SN 3.3 Wy 
To the Church-Wardens an|- 
Pariſhioners of St. 2 
Jemry, and St. Alary Aue 
— Milteſireet. "I, 


ho! 


bo 
. bei 


HIS Sermon (the rg 7 preach 4 before B 
10 4 as Tour Tueſday- Lecturer) I give up purelęlff 
Tour Importunity, who, without myfeek ingjt Di 
dieſfring, have Choſen me (tho far unequal) to fav ts C 
the Place, which the Emiment Dean of Canterbſ nl 
bas fd for ſome Tears, with fo much deſerved |: 
plauſe. And I was the rather induc d to conſent pin f 
88 becauſe it will at once teſtifie ta his 
World Tour kind Approbation of a plain Diſcourſe | ſeb 
on a Subject not ſo very Popular, and Tour juſt Diſ| ve 
of Principles certainly moſt Pernicious. I Hope 


it will be allowed to paſs for : ſome ſmall T, fin; 
how juſtly your” eee . . HNulued, and how th 
fully Accepted, Os BY 


* Gentlemen, 


our moſt Faithful Servant, | 8 
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or we Preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt Jeſus the 
Lord; and our ſelves your Servants for Feſus Sake. 


1 


Cr. Paal, in the foregoing Part of this Epiſtle, takes oc- 2 | 
| Y cafion to aſſert his own Authority, and to ſet forth the , _. 
|” Dignity of his Office, and the Succeſs of his Miniſtry, 17 
ind his Fidelity and Sincerity in the Exerciſe of it, in Op- 
ofition to certain corrupt Teachers and crafty Walkers, who, | 
n order to make the more gainful Merchandize of the Goſpel, 
' pad Adulterated it, as ir ſhould feem, with baſe Mixtures of 
heir own, contrary both to found Doctrine and good Manners. 
e 1 But our Apoſtle, thar he might ſufficiently diſtinguiſh him- 
elylf from theſe Seducers, openly renounces the hidden Things 
uot Dishonefty, and diſclaims all Dominion over the Faith of | 
dis Corinthian Converts : And tho? he wa Call'd, Inſpir'd, 
bind Aſſiſted by God in a moſt extraordinary manner, yet he 
7 ankly Declares to them the Nature, Extent, and Deſign of 
Is commiſſion, in theſe condeſcending Words, Ve Preach 
Slot ourſelves, &c. As if he ſhould have ſaid, (in the Name 
to ff himſelf and the reſt of his Collegues) * We do not ſet up out 
ſe | ſelves as the Authors of your Faith, or your abſolute Go-, 
Dil vernars and Directors: We derive our Power from Chriſt 
be Jeſus the Lord, to whomall Angels, Authorities and powers 
5,14 are made Subject: Him and His Doctrine we Preach unto 
you; and the End and intent of all our Miniſtrations is to 
be Helpful and Serviceable to you in the things that concern 
your Everlaſting Salvation: This is the Work that our great 
Maſter hath given us to do, and which we diligently attend 
upon, in Obedience to his Commands, and in Charity to 
your Souls, . | 
And, abating for the Diſparity that is always to be ſuppos'd 
| {tween an inſpir'd Apoſtle and an ordinary Paſtor or teacher, 
Fc have herein a ſuccinct Account of the Miniſteral Function, 
 F tx exercis d by ſuck as are lawtully call'd rhereunto : Of the 
Fl ommiſſion by which they are Impower'd ; of the Inſtructions 
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where with they are furniſfd; i the Nature of their ' Employ- 
ment, and the Duty incumbent upon them. 
Which three Heads therefore 1 ſhall reſolve into ſo many 


Propoſitions, fairly Deducible from my Text, zix. 


I. That the Commiſſion of the preſent Miniſter and Preach- 


ers ofthe Go] pel, is from Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: They Preach 


not themſelves, nor of themſelves, but by Wu. of bis Au- 


+ thority. 


II. That their laſtructions are likewiſe from Cbriſt Jeſas 


 _.. the Lord: They are not to Preach themſelves, not their own 


Notions and Opinions; but Him, and his Bleſſed Goſpel. | And 
III. That the Nature of their Employment is to ſerve the 
Neceſſities of the F lock, and to help forward their eternal Sal- 


vation. 


For we Preach not our 1 but Chriſt Teſm the Lord, and 


our ſelves your Servants for Feſws ſake. 


Theſe three Propoſitions I ſhall endeavour to lluſtrate and 


Confirm, and to Improve by ſome ufeful lnferences. And! 
am to ſhew. 


J. That the Commiſſion of the oreſent Miniſters and Preach- 
ers of the Goſpel is from Chriſt Feſus the Lord: They Prereb 
not themſelves, nor of themſelves, but - by Vertue of his Au- 
thority. 

It is true, that no Man, W ſome Enthuſiaſts may 


_ perſ' wade themſelves, can with any Truth or Modeſty pretend 


to have receiv'd an immediate Commiſſion from the Lord 
Chriſt, as had the firſt Twelve Apoſtles, and the Seventy diſ- 
ciples, or St. Paul, whoſe Converſion and Call was more re- 


markable than any of, the Apoſtles. But yet it is evident, 


from the Tenour of that original Commiſſion which our Sa- 
viour gave to the Twelve, and the extenſive Promiſe there- 


unto annex'd, that he from the firſt Deſign'd and Ordain'd 


a perpetual Succeſſion of Miniſters, to be conſtantly preſerv'd 
by his Providence, and ſupported by his ſpecial Preſence and 
Power; and to be aſſiſted, if not with the extraordinary, yet with 
all ordinary and neceſſary Gifts and Graces of his good ſpirit, 
to fir them for the Work to which they were appointed. 
This the bare Recital of the Words us'd by our Lord on that 
_ Memorable 
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memorable Occaſion will es I think, deciſively, As mz 
Father bath ſent me, ſo ſend I you, ſays he, Fo. 20. 21. Which 
pregnant words can admit of no other fair Conſtructions but 
this, viz. That as he himſelf was ſanctify'd, and ſet apart 
by God's peculiar Deſignation, as that great Prophet who 
was to be ſent into the World, to declare the Will of his 
Heavenly Father; ſo did he alſo ſanctiſie and ſeparate the 
Apoſtles, as his ſpecial Delegates to propheſie in his Name, and 
Preach the Goſpel (by him reveal d) to every Creature. 
And of what Extent and Duration this their Commiſſion was 
deſign d to be, that other celebrated Paſſage, Matth. 21. 19. 
20. will fully evince. Go ye therefore and teach all Netions, 
baptizing them in the Name of the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Gboſt; teaching tbem to obſerve all things whatſoever 1 
have commanded you: And lo, Iam with you always, even 
unto the end of the World. Amen, -—= Even unto the End of 
the World.-----And yet the Apoſtles were Themſelves Mortal, 
and Short-liv*d as other Mortals; and therefore the Promiſe 
mult of neceſſity extend to their Succeflors, to thoſe who ſhould 
be delegated by them to the ſame Charge which they had 
receiv d from Chriſt, and ſoon ſucceſſively £05 Tis ovrrr\&as 
T8 G-, i. g. till Conſummation of all Things, as Grotins 
and Hammond, and with them all Interpreters truly Learned 
and Pious, underſtand that Expreſſion in this place. 5 
And This Interpretation is both natural and eaſie, and ſolid 
and well. grounded; For the word a, which we tranflite 
Morld, may perhaps more ſtrictly ſignifie an Age. But it is 
us d for the moſt part in the New Teftament,not for the Age of 
a Man, nor for One Hundred Years (commonly reckon'd 
an Age or Generation) but for an Age of the World, or ſome 
eminent Period or Diviſion of Time therein. And To ſuch 
Periods there were, much mention'd and fam'd among the 
Jews, wiz. the Age and State precedent and preparatory 
to the Meſſiah, and the Age and State under the Adminiſtra- 
tion of the Mefliah, The Age preparatory, to the Meſſiah 
was now concluded, and the Kingdom of the Meſſiah actually 
commenc'd upon our Lord's Reſurrection; all Power being 
then given him (and he aſſumcs it to himſelf, v. 18) in Heaven 
| TE, A3 and 
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end iu Eart b. And the firſt Exerciſe of this Power was the 
Commiſſion that he gave to his Apoſtles in the words following: 
In executing which Commiſſion, he hath promiſed to ſecond 

and ſupport them (after his Aſcent into Heaven) by the ſpecial 
Preſence and Aſſiſtance of his ſpirit, avorzs Toes yuregs, 

0. continually to the End of the Age. And this being the laſt 
Age, there being no other State to ſucceed this, Chriſt's Pro- 
miſe can have no other Period to determine it but the End of 
the World; and conſequently the Power now perſonally in- 
veſted in the Apoſtles, and the ſpecial Aſſiſtance promiſed to 
them, muſt of courſe deſcend upon their Succeſſors, and be 
uninterruptedly continued to the World's End, in order to the 
completion of the Promiſe. This, I take it, is the Ground 
upon which this Interpretation is built, and it is too firm to be 
ſhiken by all the Attempts of that gain-ſaying Generation of 
Men, who emply all their Art, all their Engines, to pull down 
ancient Truth, and every thing elſe Eſtabliſneete. 
But to proceed. In confirmation of the ſame Doctrine, St. 
! Paul informs us, Epbeſ. 4. 11, 12. That Chriſt gave ſome 
| Apoſtles,ſome Evangeliſts,ſome Paſtors and Teachers : And to 
= Whatend? For the perfecting of the Saints, for the Work of 
the Miniſtery, for the edifying of the Body of Chrif, 
Which end could not be effectually anſwered, unleſs a con- 
fant Succeſſion of Miniſters had been included in the firſt grant 
and Donation. For there was need from the beginning (beſides 
it the buſineſs of Diſcipline and Goverment) there was need, I 
| ſay, of able Guides and lnſtraRtors, to confirm thoſe who had 
| been converted by the Apoſtles, to adminiſter the Sacraments 
{ duly to them, to feed them with the ſincere Milk of the Word, 
 », andro improve them ſtill more and more in Chriſtian Know- 
| ledge and Practice. es | 
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And This being a Need that will always attend the Church 
| of God, during its Militant State here upon Earth, it is highl7 
f reaſonable to ſuppoſe that there was a ſuitable Proviſion made 
| for 1t by the wiſe Founder thereof : And it were extreamly un- 

Eh reaſonable indeed to interpret the Scriptures already produc'd, 
; or any elſe that look with the ſame Aſpect, to a contrary Senſe 
3 and Meaning END 
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whilſt They liv'd and preſided over the Church, is ſo plain an 


Iaterpreter of Chriſt's own Mind and Will in this particular, 


For we find in expreſs Scripture, that They did, with Prayer 
and by Impoſition of Hands, fer apart certain Perſons for rhe 
Miniſtry ; and empower'd and directed thoſe Perſons in like 
manner to Ordain Others, that ſo there might be a conſtant 


ſupply of Men duly qualify'd, both to Rule and Feed the Flock 


of Chriſt. 5 5 e e 

And This regular Miſſion and Succeſſion has been continued 
down to this very day, the chief Governing and Ordaining part 
being reſery'd, according to the Apoſtolical Pattern, to Biſhops 
in peculiar, and the Diſpenſing of the the Word and Sacra- 


Eſpecially face the Practice of the Apoſtles themſelveiy 


ments being committed to Presbyters, in ſubordination to their 


Biſhops, * 


And in this very Manner, and 2 to this very Rule, are 


the Miniſters of this Church at preſent (and of all Churches 
rightly conſtituted) ordain'd and dedicated to the miniſtry ; 


« 


And they. apparently derive the ſpiritual Power, with waich 


they are inveſted, from the original Fountain ofall Power, and 
by the proper conveyance that was at firſt appointed; that is 


to ſay, by the Hands of thoſe to whom it hath been handed down 


thro? a Series of Seventeen Ceturies from the Apoſtles, who 
receiv'd'it immediately from Chriſt himſelf 


Let me only add here,thar as They receive their Commiſſion 
from Chriſt, ſo They are Honour'd with a peculiar Relation 


to him, and may, in their Proportion, lay claim to the ſame. 
Stile and Title, that the Apoſtles fo frequently aſſume to them- 


ſelves, of being Miziſters of God, Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt, 


Miniſters of the New Teſtament, and of the Goſpel, Ambaſſadors 
for Chriſt, Stewards of God, of the Myſteries of God, of the 


manifeld Grace of God, and the like. 1 ſay theſe honourable. 


Appellations do m a Proportion belong to them, becauſe they 


employ'd in that which was the ordinary Work and Office 


of the Apoſtles, tho not endow'd with thoſe extraordinary and 


miraculous Gifts, which the Exigency of Things made ne- 


ceſſary in the Infancy of the Church, but not ſo neceſſary to 
be continued in Afrer-times, when It had gathered Strength 
and gain d a firm Eſtabliſhment in the World. And 
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And this, I hope, may ſuffice to illuſtrate and confirm the 
Truth of my tirſt Propeller, vix. That the preſenr Miniſtert 
and Preachers of the Goſpel have their Commiſſion from 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord: They preach not themſelves, nor of 
themſelvs, but by vertue of his Authority. And This is a 
Truth that, 1 dare preſume to Propheſie, will ſtand and fall 
with the Goſpel it ſelf F 
And yet after all I will not diſſemble, that it bath been 
boldly aſſerted of late, by a more diſingenuous Caviller per- 
haps, and a more ſcurrilous Scoffer than ever was Julian the 
Apoſtate, that That Promiſe of our Lord's, Lo, I am with 
RG jou always, &c. A mple and Extenſive as it may 
Vid. The Right; ſeem, can with no colour of Reaſon be extended 
| he yung farther than to the Perſens of the Apoſtles, 
reh, p. 163. | a . 
1 and the Time they were to live: Or, if we 
Wiuoill needs have it extended After- ages, that 
it is groſs Partiality to confine it to the Clergy, Excluſive of 
the Church, or Body of Chriſtians: Or laſtly, ſuppoſing the 
Promiſe to be made only to the Clergy, that it infers no Right 
in the Apoſtles, of communicating the Power they had re- 
ceiv'd to their Succeflors after them, ſor the Support and good 
Goverment of the Chriſtian Churc g. 
In direct Confutation of which wretched Cavels, I would 
underrake to prove, (would the time admit) that the Promiſe 
muſt of neceſſity extend farther than to the Perſons and Age of 
the Apoſtles; both becauſe it was a Work ot longer Time that 
They were employ'd about, and becauſe in Fact the Work 


** * 
- 
* 


was not compleatly finiſhed by the Apoſtles, in their o.õ '. t 


Perſons, or their own Times. I would prove farther, that 
the Commiſſion was directly given, and the promiſe made to the 
Clergy, (as Succeſſors to the Apoitles) Separate from, and Ex- 
cluſive of all others: I would prove laſtly, that the promiſe muſt 
of neceſſity include a Right in the Apoſtles, of delegating a 
ecompetenr Authority to their Succeſſors after them, both to 
Rule and feed Chriſt's Flock; and that both becauſe they did 
actually take upon them to communicate ſuch a Power (in 
which it cannot be imagin'd that they ſhould go beyond their 
Commiſſion) and becauſe the Nature and State of Things, 
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as well as the Tenour of the Pfomife, did abſolutely ſo re- 
quire. For the larger Proof of all which Pantene I now 
make my ſelf your Debtor i fome other convenient 


Opportunity. 


In the mean time, as I believe you to be All Chriſtians: 
thoroughly ſo perſwaded,and ſoberly minded and well giſposd, 5 
ſo I doubt not but if you ſhould happen to hear it aſſerted, in 


the Prophane Strain of this Age, That the 


Clark hath as good a Title to the Prieſthood, id, The Righrs . 


the Chriſtian 


© as the Parſon; that the Power of Conſecra- Chur, h. Paſha. 


© ting the Elements, which the Prieſt arrogates 


* to himſelf, may deſerve rather to be call'd Conjuration than 


: Conſecration ; that the Miniſter 13 the meer Creature of the 
* Mapiſtrate, as the Magiſtrate is of the People, and to be 
* made and unmade at Pleaſure z that the civil Power is the 
© fole Fountain of all Eccleſiaſtical Power, and that the Mi- 
© niſters of Chriſt have no Power that is Internal and Spiri- 
© tual, ſtrictly ſo called: I ſay, 


ject Theſe, and ſuch like monſtrous Aſſertions, with the ut- 


moſt Abhorrence, and reſolve to have no Fellowſhip with ſuch 


pernicious Works of Darkneſs ; as concluding that ſuch an 


open Defiance of the Chriſtian Religion, and ſuch avowed. 


Contradiction to ſome of its moſt Catholic and Fundamental 
Truths, is no other than a covert way of Underminiog all 


Religion, and Introducing the wildeſt Libertiniſm, Deiſm, 


and (if it were poſſible) downright Atheiſm in the room of it. 

II. I proceed now to my Second Head, viz. That the . 
tuctions of the Miniſters and Preachers of the Gol; pel, are 
ikewiſe from Chriſ It ſus the Lord: They are not to Preach 


and b Bleſſed Goſpel. 


briſt gave to his Apoſtles, when he ſent them to diſciple all 
ations; for he preſcribes expreſly what it was they were to 


nanded them, Matth. 20. 21. So that their direct Car ge was 


at; were to convert, which They themſelves had recived 
ro:n 


I doubt not but you will re- 


themſelves, not their own Notions or Opinions, but Him 


And this is purſuant to that original Commiſſion which : 


Leach them, even to obſerve all things what ſoe ver be had com- 


0 deliver thoſe very Precepts to the Jews and Gentiles, whom. 
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from that infallible DP. who ſent them upon this Em- 


other time, that there is not Salvat 
it none ot her Name under Heaven, given among Men, 2where- 


firſt Teachers of Chriſtianity unanimouſly Advanced; Theſe 


bound up, by the ſame They ought always to be directed. 


to preach their own darling Opinions, or curious Speculati- . 
ons, or uſeleſs Inventions; much leſs their own Prejudices, 


* 1 


— 


baſſy. And indeed, Jeſus Chriſt himſelf, and the myſterious 
Oeconomy of Man's Redemption by him accompliſhed, was 
the only Foundation, as St. Paul avows, that they, or any 
Mon could lay, or ſafely. build upon. TE 


— 


An d accordingly we find that St. Peter, in his firſt Sermon 
(at which three thouſaad Souls were Converted ) took Jeſus 
of Nazareth for his Text, pronouncing him to be 4 Man ap- 
proved of God by Signs aud Wonders, Acts 2. 22, and appeal- | 
ing to the Jews own Knowledge for the Truth of the matter; 
vpbraiding them for being his Crucifiers, v. 23. bearing Te- 
ſtimony to his Reſurrection and Aſcenſion, v. 32. and aſcri- 
bing the Effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt to his Vertue and Power, 
v. 33. and laſtly, declaring him to be both Chriſt and Lord, 
the very Meſſiah, that the Jews ſo carneſtly expected, v. 36. 
And, at the next Opportunity, we find him repeating and 
confirming the ſame, and Preaching Repentance and remiſſi- 
on of Sins in b Name; 228 13. G. And aſſerting at an- 

vation in any other ;, that there 


by we muſt be ſaved, Acts 4. 12. And He and the Reſt of the c 
Apoſtles ceaſed not, we read, is the Temple and in every Houſe |. 
to Teach and Preach Jeſus Cbriſt, Acts 5. 24. 

And St. Paul, as ſoon as ever he was illuminated Himſelf, 


proclaimed the ſame Doctrine both to the Jews and Gentiles: |S 
Feſa the Son of God; Jeſus, and Forgiveneſs of Sins through 0 


Him : Feſus and the Reſurrection, &c. Acts 9. 20. 1 3. 30. 
38. And inſtead of all other Recommendations, he plainly 
tells the Cor int biant, that he had deter min d to know nothing 5 
among them, ſave Jeſus Chriſt and bim Crucified, 1 Cor. 2. 2. l 
This is the Sum and Subſtance of that Doctrine which the 


are the Inſtructions that they conſtantly purſu d: And by the 
fame the Miniſters of the Goſpel at this Day are certainly 


They are not, They muſt not think themſelves at Liberty, | 


| aſſiom }* 
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Paſſions or Errors, for the Sacred Oracles of God: But they 


are oblig d to bring every thing that they adventure to propole 
to the Standard of the Goſpel, and to build Nothing that is 


a Superſtructure of their own, beſide the only true Founda- 


tion, which is Chriſt. 


They ought to preach the Incarnation, Life, Death, Re- 
ſurrection, and Exaltation of the Son of God; together with 
che Neceſſity and Sufficiency of that Satisfaction which he 


made upon the Croſs, for the Sins of the whole World. 

They ought to preach that Faith and Repentance, which 
he hath been pleas d to make the Goſpel Condition of Salva- 
tion; and that Remiſſion of Sins and Juſtification by God's 
free Grace, which is the precious Goſpel Privilege. 

They ought to preach the Aid and Efficacy of the Holy 
Spirit, as neceſſary to prevent and further us in all that we 


think or do; and that Life and Immortality, which Chriſt 
brought to Light thro' the Goſpel, as the great Encouragement 


to all our honeſt and pious Endeavours _ 
And They ought, in preaching, to ſhe w the vaſt Moment 
and Importance of all theſe Goſpel Truths, and the power- 


in the Schools of the Philoſophers, but as tis more perfectly 


the Canonical Writings. _ 5000000 
This Chriſtian Morality, I ſay, the Miniſters of the Goſ- 


from the Authority of our ſupream Law - giver, who # able 
to ſave and to deſtrey; placing its Eſſence (where it ought to 


the Meaſures of it by the exacteſt Standard, the Precepts and 


Examples of Chriſt ; reſolving the Power of it into the Effi- 
Jciency of Divine Grace; and laftly, enforcing the Practice 
of it by the mighty Motive of eternal Rewards and rn. 

| ho. 7 And 


ments. | 


ful Influence, that, if rightly conſider d and apply'd, they 

would have upon Mens Lives and Man ners. 
And They ought alſo, upon this Foundation, to preach 

good ſound Morality ; not as tis lamely and coldly Taught 


Compriz'd, and Rekin'd from all Adulterations and Corrupti- 
ons, in Chriſt's admirable Sermon upon the Mount, and Com- 
mented upon and Explained in St. Paul's Epiſtles, and other 


pel ought to preach and inculcate, deriving its Obligation 


be) in a principle of Love and Duty towards God; fixing 
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" And when the Miniſters of God do thus « faithfully _ 
any Part or Point of Chriſtian Religion, whether Doctrinal 


or Moral, and ſupport what they have to offer, by Proofs im- 


mediately fetch'd from Scripture, or by other Arguments 


well conſiſting with Scripture, and the Analogy of Faith; I 


ſay, in ſodoing, they act in purſuance of their proper In- 


ſtructions, and preach not themſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the 


Lord. And in particular, when They preſs the Practice of 
any Thing that is morally Good, (or difſwade the contrary) 
upon the Principles and Motives above mentioned, then do 
they preach true Divinity and Chriſtianity, Ms allo do rhe 


preach Chriſt Feſus the Lord. 
For tho' it may poſſibly be ſaid ( as 2 moſt Reverend 


vid. Archbi- perſon, whoſe Name is famous here, and wherever elſe 
op Tillorſon's the Engliſh Tongue is know and underſtood, once watch- 


Sermon againſt fully objected to himſelt) © This is all mere Morality, 


Evil . there is not one word of Jeſus Chriſt in it; yet ( as 
that great Prelate and Preacher juſtly retorted) ' it is 


8 Scriptore Morality, lc is Chriſtian Morality ; and I hope that Jcſus Chriſt 
_ © is truly Preach'd, whenever his Will, and Laws, and the Duties in- 


join d by the Chriſtian Religion, ate inculcated upon Us. 
Whenever therefore we. preach up Humility, Meekneſs, Purity, Pea- 


ceableneſs, Juſtice, Charity, Prudence, Patience, Godly Sincerity, Vera- 
city, Candor, Courtefie, and the like; then it muſt in all Reaſon be 


allow'd, that we preach Feſus Chriſt, 'becauſe we preach up thoſe Virtues 
and Graces, that were moſt conſpicuous in Him our great Exemplar, 
that are moſt earneftly recommended in the New Teſtament, and that 
are highly ornamental to a Chriſtian's Life. 

On the other hand, when we preach againſt Pride, Peeviſhneſs, Strife, 
Envy, Sedition, Schiſm , lojuſtice, Unmercifulneſs, Intemperance, Un- 


cleanneſs, Hypocriſie, Diſſimulation, Cenforiouſneſs; Uncharitableneſs, or 


the like; then alſo it muſt not be denied but that we preach Jeſus Chriſt, 


| becauſe we preach againſt choſe Sins, againſt which he himſelf has more 


particularly revealed the Wrath of Gad from Heaven. 
In ſum, to preach Chriſ? Jeſus the Lord, is to deliver the Truth as it 


* in Feſus, it is to ſpeak plainly as the Oracles of God direct, upon all 
uſeful Subjects Divine and Moral. without wreſting or warping our Com- 
ments upon Scripture, or Deductions from Sripture, by way of Accom- 


modation to Times and Scaſons, to particular Events and Occurrences, 


to faſhionable Opinions, to prevailing Errors, to intereſt or Fn: or 


any other ſiniſter View whatſoever, 
And by this time it is, hoped, that I may bene ſaid enough to Clear 
and Eſtabliſh my ſecond Propoſition, to wit, That the Miniſters and P rea». 


ch.rs of the Goſpel receive their Inſtrauctions from Chriſt Feſus the Lord : 
That 
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hat they are not to preach themſelves, not their own Notions or Opini- 
ons, but him an his Bleſſed Goſpel: An I have alſo ſhewn, when and how 
fe They may be ſaid to acquit themſelves, purſuant to the Inſtructions 
al WThey have receiy d. I haſten now, PEAK 
n- III. To my third and laſt Propoſition, viz. That the Nature of their 
Employment is to ſerve the Neceſſities of the Flock, and to help forward 
their Eternal Salvation, We preach not our ſelves, but Chriſt Feſus the 
18 ; and our ſelves your Servants for Feſus ſake. Which latter Clauſe, 
n- chink, is evidently to be Interpreted of his being ſerviceable to them in 
the their ſpiritual Concerns, and in the grand Affair of their Salvation: be- 
of cauſe it is abſurd to ſuppoſe that the Office of an Apoſtle, as ſuch ſhould 
7 imply any Thing of Servility ; or that St. Paul, whilſt he diſclaims any 
y ) Direct Dominion over the Corinthians Faith, ſhould profeſs a direct Sub- 
jection to them, even in the Adminiſtration of his Office; or that he 
bey ſhould be, in a ſtrict Senſe, and in a proper Relation, a Servant to Them, 
whom he elſewhere calls his Sons, and aſſerts his, paternal Authority o- 
end ver them, as having begotten them thro the Goppel, 1 Cor, 4 15. 
elſe Beſides, ris apparent enough, that the Apoſtolical Function, as ſuch, did 
h- imply an eminent and immediate Relation to God; upon which account 
ity, it is, that St, Paul ſtiles himſelf, in the Entrance ot his Epiſtle to the Ro 
( as vans, Paul the Servant of Jeſus Chriſt : And why ? becauſe he was cal 
© is 70 be an Apoſtle, and ſeparated to the Goſpel of GG ſt. 
And, to the ſame Reaſon, he calls Epaphras, Coloſ. 1. 7, bis dear fel- 
low. ſervant, who ( adds he) # for you a faithful Minifter of Chriſt, 
Chriſt's Miniſter he properly was, tho his Miniſtration was for the behoof 
and benefit of the Coloſſians, whom, by a Delegation from St. Paul, he 
had viſited and converted. And, in the fame Senſe, St. Paul here preſents 
himſelf and Brethren as the Corinthians Servants for Jeſus ſake ; char is, 
as miniſtring to their ſpiritual and eternal Good, by the Miſſion and Ap- 
pointment of Jeſus Chriſt: And They might aptly enough call ehemſelves 
Servants, in reſpect of Laboriouſneſs and Difficulty of their Task, tho not 
upon the account of any ſervile relation that they bore ro the Perſons 
rife, | vhom they freely miniſtred to. For even the Angels themſelves are call'd 
Un- viniſtring Spirits, ſent forth to miniſter to them who ſhall be Heirs of 
e, or N Salvation , Heb. 1. 14. And yet it would be incongruous to infer from 
rift, thence, that they are in Station or Condition ſervilely ſubject to mortal Men. 
more And as the Office of the Apoſtles was, in its firſt Source, exempt from 
| all Servility, ſo the Power delegated by Them to Others was free from an . 
it fuch Clog or Incumbrance : For St. Paul, we find, gives a ſolemn Charge 
'n all | to his Son Timothy, Tim, 4 2. to reprove, rebuke, exhort with all Long- 
Zom- ſuffering and Doctrine, i. e. were there was any hope of working upon 
com- ingenuous Tempers by the ſpirit of Meekneſs: But the Charge to Titus runs 
neces, bigher, Theſe things ſpeak and exhort, and rebuke with all Authority ; 
y, or let no Man deſpiſe thee. Tit. 2. 15. He is directed to act boldly, as in the 
I name of God, that he might not incur ihe Contempt of Men that were 
Clear I diſpos'd to be refractory and diſobedient. bi „ 
p rea · And it mult in reaſon be preſumed, that cven the Office of the Ordi- 
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( 14 ) 
vary ſtanding Paſtors of the Chureh includes nothing i in it ſo Baſe a and 
Mean, as to make ir the Object of Contempt. For, were it fo, the Infti. 
tution i- ſelf would be in vain, ſtnee the Nature of Mankind is ſuch, that 


they will not be influgnced or guided by thoſe, whom they look down | 


upon wirh Scorn and Diſdain: From whence, by the by, it appears, hoy 
very diſſerviceable it muſt needs be to Religion in general, ro have the 
Miniſters of it made cheap and deſpicable in the Eyes of the People; which, 
as ſo-ne obſerving Men are apt to think, is not ſo openly andinduftrioufly 
done in any Country, that is either Chriſtian or Civil, as it is in | thix 
nd Ours, which is Proteſtant and Reformed, 
The Occaſion of which Complaint is chiefly owing 
Hiſtory of Reli- to the licentions Pens ot this Age, who, as they are 
gious Rights of very free to tax the Chriſtian Clergy, as if they de- 


' the Cbriſ(ian ©  riv'd ſome of their moſt venerable Myfteries, and moſt 


Church, Kc. Imporrant Powers from the Heathen "Priefs ; fo(ro 
do em Juſtice ) they are far enough from copying 


after the Heathen Laity, in that profound Regard which generally they 


paid to the Prieſts of 8 the Mother of the God, or other their 


Fictitious Deitics, 
In the mean time, there can be nothing i in the Function of the Chriſtian 


Prieſthood it (elf, that ſhould render ir Conremprible, but quite the con- 
trary. For to be the Miniſters of God, is an Honourable Relation ; to wait 


at his Altar is an Honourabl: Attendance; to be the Diſpenſers of his 

Word and Sacraments, is a high Truſt ; to have the Care and Guidance 

of his Flock, is a weighty Charge, char requires no mean Sufficiency, 
And what is it, after all theſe Honours, that ſhould fink the Miniſters 


. Character fo very low in vulgar Opinion ? Is it, that they owe a Service 


to the People, with the Care of whom they are incruſted ? But in this 
they are ſtill the Servants of God, under the Great Shepher and Biſhop of 
Senli. And the Service that they owe is of a Spiritual Kind, ſuited to the 


ſeveral Exigencies of their Flock, over whom they ought to be conti- 


nually watching for Good, and to Adminiſter to all their Neceſhties, as 
the ſpecial Caſe ſhall happen to require. Their Buſineſs is, in a word, 
with all Patience to Inſtruct the Ignorant, with all Mcckneſs to Admoniſh 
and Exhort the Knowing, with all Caretulneſs to confirm the Wavering, 
wieh all Compaſſion to comfort the Afflicted, and to reſtore the Deſpon- 
ding; with all Farneſtneſs to excite the Lazy, and to awaken the Secure, 
wich all long Suffering to recall the Erroneous, and with all Authority to 
correct the Scandalous, and to menace the Preſumptuous. 

This is the Natuce of the Miniſters Employment, Theſe are ſome of the 


_ ebief Branches of their Duty; in diſcharging of which, They are willing 


to be the Servants of Men, in Obedience to God's Holy Ordinance, apd in 
onder to bring them to Heavea and Happineſs, V Preach not our ſelves 


| but Chriſt Jeſus the Lord; and our ſelves your Servants for Feſus ſake. 
Accept, we beſeech you, of this Service. 

Hitherto, Belov'd, you have heard me at large, concerning the Com- 

_ Wiſſiog and Inſtructions of the Niniſters and — of the Goſpel, to- 

gcther 
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gelber with the Nature of their Duty and Employment. If ye vill ſoffer 
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Ives in their Conſciences. I ſay, theſe can never be ſufficient Reaſons for 
ſakes rejecting any Doctrine that is agreeable to Seripture; for tho* our Church f 

does allow a judgment of Diſcretion, yet tis not ſuch a Judgment 28 is 1 
;om- perfectly arbitrary: and the Authority of Scripture and Scriptural | [ 
to- Truths, can never bs ſuppos d to depend ultimately upon the good liking of — 4 


nova fey Hints, con :erning the reſpective Duty of the People that are their 
ha Hearers, towards Them, I'll do it very briefly, and only by way of Iaference. 
wall | . Firſt then, if the Miniſter of the Goſpel do indeed derive their Com- 
owl miſſion from Chriſt Feſus, (which none but a Diſciple of Leviathan, no 
chel ſound Chviltian, to be ſure, can deny) then certainly their Hearers are 
ich, oblig'd to pay em all that Reverence and Regard, which is ſuitable ro 
ofly the Relation and Character that they bear. 4 TEE 
thun 1 am apprehenſive enough, ( tho' nor at all at this Time, or in this 
Place ) that a Man generally perſwades but little, when he goes about to 
ing plead for Reſpect to Himſelf and his own Order. And yer 'tis always al- 
are lowed to be a thing both fitting and commendable, in Thoſe that hold any | 
de- Place or Truſt under an Earthly Prince, to keep up the Dignity of their | 
non Commiſſion, and to inſiſt upon that Obſervance and ReſpeR, eſpecially in l 
( ro the Execution of their Office, which is Cuſtomary and Decent, - | | | | 
ing And ſure it will be allow'd, by more than parity of Reaſon, that God's '| 
hey Miniſters, the Stewards of hu Myſteries, and Ambaſſadors for Chriſt, may 1 
heir juſtly expect to be rever'd and honour'd for the ſake of Him whote Com- 3 
miſſioners they are; and for whole ſake they are contented to be your | 
tian Servazts in Spiritual Matters. They may, at leaf, of right demand and | 
on-Oinſiſt upon ſo much Deference and Regard, as may ſerve to prepare the | 
rait Peoples Minds the better to receive the Meſſage that they bring; ſo much, l 
his at leaſt, as may add Weight to their Admonitions, Force to their Exhor- (| 
nce | cations, and Edge to their Reprehenſions, and preſerve the Solemnity of | 
7, all cheir Miniſterial Acts and Offices. PE SIO l 
ters fl 2. H the Miniſters ot the Goſpel do alſo receive their In ſtructions i 
Vice from Chriſt Feſus the Lord, if they are not to preach themſelves, not | 
this their own Notions. and Opinions, but Him and his bleſſed Goſpel; it will = 
;þ of follow, that when they do ſtrictly purſue theſe their Inſtructions, when i 
the they do preach the Chriſtian Faith, and Chriſtian Moraliry, ſuppòrted 1 
nti- by Reaſons directly fetch'd from Seripture, or ſuch ar leaſt as are conſonaut | 
\ As to Scripture, then are the Hearers obliged to receive what they hear, = 
ord, not as the Ward of Men, but, as it is in truth, the Word of God. For 1 
ni | 325 the Miniſters. themſelves are not warranted to obtrude their own In- | 
ing, ventions. ot Specularions, much leſs their Prejudices, Padions and Errors | 
pon far ſo many indubitable Oracles ; ſo neither are the Hearers to be juſlified | 
ure, in rejecting or cavilling at ſuch Doctrine as is Seriptural, Authentick, i 
y to and unqueſtionably True, mgerly becauſe: it happens not to ſquare with 9 
ſome prejudieate Notions of their own, or with their darling Luſts or 1 
the Intereſts, or with tlie Politician's Schemes, or the Intrigues of the World- | 
ling ly-wiſe, or the doubling Practices of a Faction or Party, or perhaps be- | 
d in cauſe it touches upon too tender a part, and lays open ſome ſecret Ulcer [ 
| 
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the Audieng; who are permitted indeed 


aud by which I hope to recommend my 
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og 
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(as it is fie they ſhould) to prove 
all thing, but are nevertheleſs 6blig'd, at their Peril, e hold faſt that 
which 1 go In the mean time it is but a ſmall thing in a ſober Eſtimatĩ- 
on to be judged of Men's Judgment ; for tlie time will come when we muſt 
all appear before the fulgnunt- Seot of Chriſt, and then -the-ſoundneſs'dt 
the Preacher's Doctrine, and of the Hearers Hearts, ſhall both be weighed 
FP 
3. If the Miniſter's Duty and Employment be to ſerve the Spiritual 
Neceſſities of the Flock, and to Miniſter to their Salvation, if the Ser vice 
that they owe be of a Spiritual kisd; then tis evident, That the Peo- 
ple ought not to expect any carnal Compliances from them, ſuch as are 
Baſe, Ser vile and Abject. In particular, it mull never be expected, that 
They ſhould ſuit their Doctrine to the Palate of a vitious Age ʒthat thi 
ſhould ſm00th their Tongues (as the Prophet Feremy ſpeaks) and ſtudy to 
pleate, even at the expence of Truth; that They ſhould ſtrike in with 
popular Opinions, tho' never ſo erroneous; that They ſhotild paliate Vices | 


that are. faſfiionable and predominate ; or that they ſhould in any wiſe 


banale the Ward of God deceit fally,fo as to cheriſh People in their Ignorance, 
encourage them in their Follies, ot harden them in their Sins. No: God 
forbid that the, Pulpit ſhould ever be debaſed to ſo vile a purpoſe! God 
forbid that any One, who has the Honour to be call'd a Miniſter of the 
Goſpel, ſhould ſo far proſtitute both his Office and his Conſcience, and 
at once betray. the Honourof God, aud the Safety of the Souls df whom he 


has the Care! I. vill not therefore entreat you, my beloved Brethren, I 


will rather ſuppoſe that you need not be entreated, not to add to the 


Ditpeuley and: Teilſomnelt of our Tek, by ſuch ubteaſonable Expectationtz 


in which if you were gratiſied, it would prove as deluſive and deſtruQive 


* 


to your ſelves, as it were every way unworthy of Us and our Vocation, 


I peak net this, as if I were under the leaſt Apprehenſion, that any 


ſuch kulpable Compliance were enpected here from me, The honourabl 
Regard and generous Treatment that many excellent Perſons, who have 
been your Servants for Feſus ſake, have ſtill ſound at your Hands, is the 


| beſt Aſſurance to me, that You are indeed able to endure ſound Doctrine. 


And the manner in which you have called me (however unworthy ) to this 


Office among you, was ſo very Decent, fo extreamly Obliging, that I can- 
not but perſwade my ſelf, that I ſhall always be heard Favourably 'and 
_ Candidly- I was only willing to give you an honeſt Specimen of that Plaine 


nels and Freedom of Sprech, with w you are like to beentertain'd, 
| to every Man's Conſcience in 
the Sight of God, 777% WS WY RS a 
Let us all therefore .endetvoyr to foltov the excellent advice of St. Pe- 
ter, 1 Ep. 2. 1. and laying afide* all Malice, and all Guile, aud Hypocrifiet 


and Euuies, and all evil Speakings, as New-born' Babes defire the ſincere 


Milk of the Word, that we may grow thereby, So ſhall We have comfort 


in our Miniſtry, and u ſhall reap the Benefit of it. And fo Preaching, 

_ and ſo Practiſing, we truſt, thro' God's Mercy, that neither V that are 
Preachers, nor Du that are Hearers, ſhall finally become Caſt-away!, 
Amen, © FINIS, * N | 
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